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How to Create an RSS Feed

Having an RSS feed for your bog is one good way to send the information in it out to many different
people. These people have RSS readers and use them to gather certain kinds of information that they are
interested in. It saves them searching all over the net to find the information because it is delivered to the
RSS reader automatically.

If you are a non-techie, you’ll find the easiest way to create an RSS feed is to go to an RSS Feed Creator
and simply insert the URL of the page you want to syndicate. If you want to do your own, here are some
steps to help you on your way. First up, open up a text editor like Notepad. This is where you will create
your RSS feed. Type up the title of your page like this:

<t E] > XXOOOKKKKKKKKKKXXXXXXXXX <L title>

Replace all the “xxxx” with the title or your article, keeping the title tags at each end.
Next copy and paste the content of your article below the title. Enclose it with <description> at the start
and </description> at the end. It will look like this:

<tit]e>XXOOOKKKKKKXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX L title>

<descri pti 0]0B0.0.9.9.9,0.0.9.9.0.0.:0.0.:0.0.9.0.0.0.0.0.9.0.9.9.0.9.0.6.90.60.9.90090.00090.00000000.0000000000000.0000¢
XXXXXXXHXXHXXKXEKXXXXKXXXEXXEXXIXXXXXKXEXKEXXXXXKXXXKXKXXXXXXXXXXXXXX</descCri ptl on>

To the bottom add the URL of your page, enclosed by link tags like this:
<link>http://whateveritscalled.com</link>. So now we have: -
<HILIE>XXXXXXXXXXHXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXX XXX </ title>

<descri pti 0]0B0.0.9.9.9.0.0.9.9.0.0.:0.9.:0.0.9.0.0.0.0.0.9.0.9.9.0.9.0.690.60.990690.0009060000000.0000000000000.0000¢
XXXXXXXXXHXXKXXEXXEXXXXXHXXKXEXXEXXXXXXXXXKXEXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX</descri pt ion>
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<link>http://whateveritscalled.com</link>.

Now insert <item> at the beginning, above your <title> tag.
Then place </item> right at the end, after the last link tag, like this: -

<item>

<EIIE>XXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXXKXXXXKXXXKXXXXXX </ title>
<description>XxXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXEXXEXXXXXKXXKXEXKEXXXXXXXKXEXKEXXXXXXXKXXEXXEXXXXXKXKXXKX
XXXXXXXXXXXKXKXKXXXXXXKXKXKXXXXXXKXKXXKXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX</description>
<link>http://whateveritscalled.com</link>

</item>

That’s the basic RSS feed done! You can add up to 15 more items from other blog pages
if you want to, but they must be set out exactly as above. Now you need something called
a channel. A channel is a summary of your information. If you have a website, it’s a
summary of all that is on your website. It needs to be just a few short sentences and set
out exactly as above, but leave out the <item> tags at the beginning and the end. This will
tell the RSS readers that it is a ‘channel’ rather than an “item’. Now it’s almost finished.
You just need to write at the very top, what specifications and RSS version you are using.
Thus: -

<?xml version="1.0"?>
<rss version="2.0">
<channel>

With
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</channel>
</rss>

right at the very bottom of all that you’ve done so far.

You have to save it now and to do that you need to call it something and use an .xml
extension, thus: - Feed.xml. so the address would be
http://whateveritscalled.com/feed.xml To validate it (make sure it’s right) go to a Feed
Validator service and enter the address into the appropriate box. You’ll get a Java script
code to place on your blog for other people to copy if they want to syndicate your
information. You will also need to submit the address of your RSS feed to RSS
directories and search engines.
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